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Upcoming Events /
Section Meetings
April
4- Technology Section Meeting
11- Board Meeting
12 - Las Colinas Meeting
18-General Membership Meeting
20— Institute for Paralegal Education
May
2- Leadership/Management Meeting
3-Medical/PI Section Meeting
4-Bankruptcy Section Meeting
9- Board Meeting
16-General Membership Meeting
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President’s Perspective by: Debra Albright

Happy April, Everyone! When I first moved to North Texas in
1990, someone said to me, “If you don’t like the weather in
North Texas, just wait a minute and it will change”. That has

truly been the case this spring!!

I'm anxious to report on the Texas Alliance of Paralegal Associa-

tions Conference (TAPA) that Kelli Smith, President Elect and 1

attended over the weekend in Lubbock. First, I want to tip my

hat and extend a very sincere THANK YOU!! To the West Texas Paralegal Associa-
tion for hosting this year’s Conference. It was a huge success and WTPA deserves
special acknowledgement because they put the Conference together with just 10
members! We drove to Lubbock on Friday and attended the welcoming events and
seminar Friday evening and then attended the meeting on Saturday. There were 11
Paralegal associations from all over the Great State of Texas. Each association report-
ed on the current state of their respective associations. Kelli and I came away with so
many great ideas - ideas for charitable and social events, as well as wonderful ideas
for acknowledging our very generous and supportive Sustaining Members. We also
learned again and still, many of these associations continue to struggle with their
membership numbers but we all came away inspired with
new ideas. Again, it was a very successful conference. Many
new friends were made and friendships made at previous
TAPA Conferences were renewed! I also want to congratu-

R late Kelli on putting together DAPA’s report for this meet-

2017 TAPA
Conference
hosted by WTpA

ing. She did a fantastic job.

Kelli and I are very anxious to share these ideas with your

; Board, Tuesday evening April 11" at 6:30 PM at Cityplace
Tower, at the monthly Board of Directors’ meeting. As
always, I extend a standing imvitation to our Membership to

attend these Board Meetings and see how DAPA is governed. Your Board works

hard for you and I think its inspiring to watch them in action. Should you want to

attend, please contact me at president@dallasparalegals.org or Mariela Cawthon at

executivedirector@dallasparalegals.org and we can provide you with the details.

I also hope to see you at the General Membership Meeting this month.

VISITLUEDOCK.0RG « LUBBS(K

As always, Mary Morman has arranged a very beneficial program and I'm hoping

you’ll be able to attend.
Kindest regards,

Deb Albright
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DALLAS AREA PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION'S
MENTOR PROGRAM

Application for Prospective Protégé

Name:

Mailing Address:

Firm/School:

Telephone: | Facsimile: |

Email Address:

Practice Area(s)

Are you currently a Par-

o
Are you a current DAPA member alegal Student?

Number of Years of Substantive Anticipated Graduation

Career objectives

Education goals

profession, including certifications

for a paralegal position

Other:

I am requesting a
Mentor for the
following reasons:

Current information on the paralegal

Resume review and tips for interviewing

(3) or less years of substantive paralegal experience.

As a Protégé of DAPA, you hereby agree that you are a member in good standing of DAPA, that you have three

Signature:

Date:

For DAPA Use Only

Date Received: Date Matched:

| Name of Mentor:

Submit completed applications to mentor@dallasparalegals.org.
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NFPA News

NFPA Only Webinar
“API PCCE and PACE Review Courses”
Apnl 17, 2017

NFPA Joint Conference
April 28-30th in New York City, New, York
Hosted by the New York City Paralegal Association

A New Student Webpage Added to the NFPA Website!
Go to http://www.paralegals.org/students and there are added links to the
“Become a Member” and “Entering the Paralegal Profession Page”

NFPA Coordinators Positions Available!

Go to www.paralegals.org/default.asp?page=98 to see all of positions!

If you’d like to receive NFPA’s bi-monthly e-newsletter—you can sign up here!

REPORTING PRO BONO and COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS

We are excited to announce that pro bono and community service reporting is now set up through your member login on

the NFPA website.

1. Go to the NFPA website ( www.paralegals.org )

2. Sign in with your email and password

3. Once logged 1n, go to the Pro Bono tab and select “Reporting Pro Bono and Community Service Hours”

4. The form will auto fill your name and individual information that was provided to NFPA by your local association.
5. Complete the form and submit.

The reporting period will remain July 1st through June 30th— so get your time in to NFPA!!

Please report pro bono hours on a quarterly basis so that the NFPA Liaison to the ABA can share your service hours and
projects with the ABA.

NFPA’s Model Code of Ethics and Professional Responsibility and Guidelines for reinforcement state that:
EC-1.4(d) A paralegal should aspire annually to contribute twenty-four (24) hours of Pro Bono Publico services . . . .
EC-1.4(e) A paralegal should aspire to contribute twenty-four (24) hours of Community Service on an annual basis.
Contact Kelli M. Smith, CRP™ if you have any questions.
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President
Debra Albright

president@dallasparalegals.org

President Elect
Kelli M. Smith, CRP™

presidentelect@dallasparalegals.org

Ixecutive Director
Mariela Evora Cawthon, CP, TBLS-BCP

executivedirector@dallasparalegals.org

N

Membership Vice President
Jessica Muniz
membership@dallasparalegals.org

Education Vice President
Candy Ryan, CRP™

education@dallasparalegals.org

Professional Development Director
Hilary Roberts
professionaldevelop-
ment@dallasparalegals.org

Secretary
Angela Wilson

secretary@dallasparalegals.org

Treasurer
Alyssa Freitag, CRP™

treasurer@dallasparalegals.org

NFPA Primary Representative
Laura Kehoe, CRP™
NFPA@dallasparalegals.org

Communications Director

Debbi Lowe

communications@dallasparalegals.org

N !
Director-at-Large
Floy Gaidarski

directoratlarge@dallasparalegals.org

Past President Board Advisor

Michele Boerder, CP

boardadvisor@dallasparalegals.org

Parliamentarian

Kathy K. Connell

parliamentarian@dallasparalegals.org

Programs Vice President
Mary Morman, CP

programs@dallasparalegals.org

To find out more on each
of the Board members,
please visit DAPA’s website
at www.dallasparalegals.org
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Section Chairs

Animal Law
[Available Position]

animal@dallasparalegals.org

Bankruptcy
[Available Position]

bankruptcy@dallasparalegals.org

Collin County
Shenna Lawless

collincounty@dallasparalegals.org

Corporate Law
Floy Gaidarski
corporate@dallasparalegals.org

Criminal Law
Yvonne Jacobus
criminal@dallasparalegals.or:

Family Law
Melanie Isaac-White

family@dallasparalegals.org

Government
[Available Position]
government@dallasparalegals.org

Intellectual Property Law
Michelle Roberts, CP
ip@dallasparalegals.org

Leadership/Management
Michele Boerder, CP, TBLS-
BCP

leadership@dallasparalegals.org

Las Colinas
[Available Position]
northdallas@dallasparalegals.org

Litigation
Candy Ryan, CRP™
liigation@dallasparalegals.org

Medical / Personal Injury
Jay Williams, TBLS-BCP
medical@dallasparalegals.org

North Dallas
[Available Position]

northdallas@dallasparalegals.org

Probate Law
[Available Position]

probate@dallasparalegals.org

Real Estate
[Available Position]

realestate@dallasparalegals.org

Technology
Robert Suliman, CRP

technology@dallasparalegals.org

Appointments and Committee Chairs

Assistant Secretary
Kathy K. Connell

asstsecretary@dallasparalegals.org

Newsletter Editor
Debbi Lowe
newsletter@dallasparalegals.org

NFPA Certification Ambassador
[Available Position]

certificaion@dallasparalegals.org

Rules and Bylaws Committee
Kathy K. Connell
rules@dallasparalegals.org

CLE Audit Committee
Kathy K. Connell
cleaudit@dallasparalegals.org

Newsletter Committee
Debbi Lowe
C()IllllllllliCZl-

Elections Committee
Sheila White
elections@dallasparalegals.org

Entertainment Committee
Lisa Fenty
entertainment@dallasparalegals.org

Fithics Committee
Kay Redburn, TBLS-BCP

Financial Audit Committee
Angela Wilson
secretarv@dallasparalegals.org

Job Bank Administrator
Heidi DeLira

Membership Committee
[Available Position]
parliamentari-
an@dallasparalegals.org

Mentor / Protégé Program
Kelli M. Smith, CRP
mentor@dallasparalegals.org

Membership Survey
Kelli M. Smith, CRP

surveyresults@dallasparalegals.org

tons@dallasparalegals.org

Assistant Newsletter Editor
Andréa Clark

newsletter@dallasparalegals.org

NFPA Committee
Laura Kehoe, CRP
NFPA@dallasparalegals.org

NFPA Secondary Representative
Cindy Welch, RP

nipa2nd@dallasparalegals.org

NFPA Certification Ambassador
[Available Position]

nipa2nd@dallasparalegals.org

Paralegal of the Year Award
Michele Boerder, CP, TBLS-
BCP

paralegala-
ward@dallasparalegals.org

Pro Bono / Community Service
Chair

Angela Wilson
brobono@dallasparalegals.org

Pro Bono Service Award
Angela Wilson
probonoaward@dallasparalegals.
org

Professional Development
Committee
[Available Position]

profdevcommit-

Student Liaison

Collin County College
Trevor Taylor
students@dallasparalegals.org

tee@dallasparalegals.org

Programs Committee
Mary Morman, CP
programs@dallasparalegals.org

Student Liaison

SMU

Michele Boerder, CP, TBLS-
BCP

Student Liaison
El Centro College
[Available Position]

students@dallasparalegals.org

Publications Committee
Angela Wilson

publica-
tions@dallasparalegals.org.

Public Relations Committee
[Available Position]
publicrela-
tions@dallasparalegals.org

Scholarship Committee
Floy Gaidarski
scholarship@dallasparalegals.org

Strategic Long Range Planning
Debra Albright
president@dallasparalegals.org

TAPA

(Texas Alliance of Paralegal
Associations)

Kelli M. Smith, CRP™
tapa@dallasparalegals.org

Vendor Co-Advisor
[Available Position]

vendoradvisor@dallasparalegals.org

Vendor Co-Advisor
[Available Position]

vendoradvisor@dallasparalegals.org

‘Weekly Communications
Manager

Debbi Lowe
weeklycomm@dallasparalegals.org

‘Website Administrator
Kathy Davis, PLS
website@dallasparalegals.org

Assistant Website Administrator
[Available Position]
website@dallasparalegals.org
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Sustaining Members

Please help support our Sustaining Members by calling on them when you have a project that needs outside support. It is
through their continued support and generosity that DAPA is able to keep membership rates low and provide social events
and CLE:s at a low cost.

IMAGING

&.CT Corporation

A mainstaylegal

DISCOVERY SERVICES

[1:) Robert Half

Legal

Arlington Career Institute Legal Network

Attorney Resource National Corporate Research
Beacon Hill Staffing Open Door Solutions, LLP
Brightwood College Registered Agent Solutions, Inc
Capitol Services, Inc. Special Counsel

Compex Legal Services, Inc. Special Delivery

DepoTexas Texas File, LI.C

Dickman Davenport, Inc. US Legal Support, Inc.

DTI Written Deposition Service
El Centro College

Esquire Solutions

Kim Tindall and Associates
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